SIAA Newsletter
No. 5. February 2019

Welcome to the first New Year SIAA Newsletter
We thought that it would be a nice idea to produce a newsletter for the start of the new year in addition to
our customary Summer edition. We like to keep you updated on what other alumni are doing and also about
current Sherborne International news. We wish all our alumni and their families a belated but very Happy
and Prosperous New Year whether it began on January 1st or as the Year of the Pig on February 5th!

Sherborne International News
In the summer newsletter we featured news
of the redevelopment of
the King’s House, which
began last April. The
work has progressed
extremely well and a
number of students
moved into the South
Wing in September.
There are 20 ensuite bedrooms in this wing; the refurbishment is
due to complete in April this year and, in total, the King’s House
will provide bedrooms and common rooms for a total of 55 students. No doubt some of you alumni from the
early years of Sherborne International will be envious of such “luxurious” accommodation!
In December it was announced that plans have been drawn up for a completely new Sherborne International
boarding house for up to 40 pupils to be built in the Westcott grounds close to Mowat House. The new building
will be purpose built with top quality rooms like those in the refurbished King’s House and should open in 2021.
Those of you who boarded at Westcott House may be sad to hear that, in 2021, Westcott house is returning to
Sherborne Boys’ school and will once again become a Sherborne boarding house. The new house will replace
the accommodation currently provided by Westcott House.

Tim Waters, SI Principal, commented “News of the new buildings and a quick look at the history of Sherborne
International demonstrate that this is a school continuously developing in response to a changing world and the
requirements of a wide spectrum of international students who want to make the most of the opportunities the
School offers.”

What Are They Doing Now?
This newsletter features more stories about SI alumni and what they have done since leaving Sherborne
International —or Greenhill House Study Centre, its original name when the school began in January
1977. In the early years boarding and classroom accommodation were far from the relatively luxurious
standards enjoyed by current Sherborne International students. Nevertheless, whatever era they come
from, the College is remembered by students with great fondness and gratitude for starting them on the
path to a British education which has taken them on to many interesting and varied careers all over the
world.
It is very difficult to find a country in the world that is not represented by at least one SI alumnus. Apart from
engineers, accountants, financiers, dentists, medical doctors, lawyers, entrepreneurs etc we have politicians,
models, actors, rulers, an opera singer, computer programmers, blockchain developers and many, many other
careers in the long list of alumni occupations. Currently, we have a number of alumni involved in developing eco
-friendly industries and working in green technology in response to the need to be more responsible in how we
use our planet’s resources. It seems that whatever challenges industry, business and technology throw up, SI
alumni are involved in helping to solve them.
Jesada Yangpichit (1990-1992) is a prime example of someone working to make the world a more eco-friendly
place. He is currently Executive director of Nortis Group in Thailand and deputy MD of Plastissimo film.
After Jesada left Sherborne, he went to Hurtwood House in Surrey. He studied
for his A levels and then went to the University of Westminster. After he graduated he did a gap year at Unilever, working as a marketing officer for Wall's
Ice Cream. In 1999 he gained an MSc. in International Marketing at the University of Surrey.
Jesada returned to Bangkok in 2000 and started working as a consultant for EY
(previously Ernst & Young) in recruitment. He worked there for 3 years and
then went on to work in marketing for Virgin Radio as a CRM manager and
later in the same position for a listed media firm. He returned to recruitment
again as a partner of EY's spin off after the Anderson saga. This event prohibited an audit firm having an in-house recruitment department so, a few previous employees who used to work for EY went back to set up the new identity
and once the company was profitable they all moved on.
For the past 7 years Jesada has been the deputy
managing director of a flexible packaging company, Plastissimo film, that he co founded. It is based in Kanchanaburi, 150km from Bangkok. Plastissimo produces packaging
film that is as green and eco-friendly as possible using fully recyclable raw materials
and high quality thinner films that require less raw material and involve much less recycling.
About 2 years ago, he was invited to join Nortis energy. Nortis is actively working in
the renewable energy sector, including energy efficiency, solar farms and rooftops,
and hydro projects. The CEO and VP business development officer have been in the
renewable fields for a number of years. The main focus for Nortis now is to provide
energy savings in Thailand and Southeast Asia. Currently, it provides services in solar
rooftop installation to all business sectors, e.g., hospitals, factories, households, petrol
stations, etc. Solar seems to be the way forward in reducing CO2 emission. Jesada says that the cost of solar has
declined massively in the past 20 years and it is now more affordable than ever, which is a great incentive. He
sees that soon battery storage will be as affordable which will greatly increase the attractiveness of solar.
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Emily (Zi En) Huang and Oliver (Ho) Wu (2004)
This a a very romantic story about two Sherborne International alumni, who became school sweethearts. It
also demonstrates the enduring friendships that Sherborne International students make during their time at
the school, although we don’t know of any other students who ended up getting married!! Maybe you do?
Emily Huang and Ho Wu both started at SI in September 2004 on the one year course to take their IGCSEs.
Emily tells us that she thinks they were attracted to each other during the Christmas holiday at the end of their
first term and started seeing each other after the Chinese Spring Festival when many Chinese students went to
the Chinese restaurant in Yeovil to celebrate the Chinese New Year. Emily and Ho went on to do their A-Levels
in different schools, Ho at Shrewsbury school and Emily at Royal Wolverhampton School but they did their best
to visit each other once a month during this time. After passing their ‘A’ levels they both went to King’s College
London to study engineering. They each gained Bachelor of Engineering degrees and then continued studying
together at UCL where they achieved their Masters degrees (MSc).
Emily and Ho returned to China in 2013. Ho worked as an engineer at the construction company BCI Asia while
Emily worked on the new casino project in Macau.
They married in Hong Kong on the 10th year
anniversary of when they began dating. Emily moved
to Hong Kong and gave birth to their son Eden in Dec
2015, their daughter Olivia was born in 2017, and a
second daughter Evie was born in Oct 2018.
This photo was taken just after Evie’s birth as her
brother and sister were introduced to the new family
addition.
When Tim Waters heard this story he remembered
Emily when she was at Royal Wolverhampton. Tim
had just joined the school as Head at the same time
that Emily began her ‘A’ Levels there. What a
coincidence!

We love to hear what past students are doing now. Please tell us about your careers, how you got from Sherborne International to what you are doing now. Our alumni are an inspiration for current and future students. Please email:
julia.gadd@sherborne.gov with your news and stories. And don’t forget to check our Facebook page—and like it!
Have you joined Sherborne Connect yet? www.sherborneconnect.org. It’s a great networking tool exclusively for SI and
Sherborne school alumni. It’s simple to join via Facebook, LinkedIn or going straight to the website. Don’t miss out on an
opportunity to connect with old friends again as well as making new connections! You need to be over 18 to join.
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Mehran Faalzadeh (1979).
Mehran was one of the very first students to come to the newly
established Greenhill Study Centre, as Sherborne International was
originally known. Mehran came all the way from Iran to a country he
had never visited before to an English boarding school system he had
never experienced and with virtually no knowledge of the English
language. Despite this, Mehran tells us that his 15 year old self found the
experience exhilarating. He says that Mr Francis, the first Principal, who
was kind but stern, was a great influence on him and a source of
encouragement to become the person he has since become. Mehran
was one of a number of boys from many different countries sent to
study at Sherborne. Of course, none of them could speak the others’
language but Mehran says that all the teachers were so engaged that
none of them ever felt isolated. Mehran also appreciated the
sophistication and regimented mannerism of the school – influences based on Sherborne Boys’ school. He says
he studied hard and played well while he was at the Study Centre, and learnt to appreciate the finer things in
life. After the Study Centre, Mehran went on to Queens College, Taunton and then Abbey School in
Worcestershire. Mehran found the transition to these schools easy, his English was, by then, very good indeed.

Unfortunately, during Mehran’s time at school, life in Iran changed irrevocably. The Shah of Iran was
overthrown and his government was replaced by an Islamic Republic under Ayatollah Khomeini. Mehran’s
future plans had to be modified. The US looked to be a good place to go so the offer of a university place there
was very welcome. Despite enjoying his studies in the US, Mehran found the political chaos in Iran and the
American hostage crisis (1979—1981) were unwelcome complications in his life. He and his family could no
longer receive funds from Iran due to hostilities breaking out between Iran and Iraq in 1980. Mehran decided
to re-plan his life and is very pleased to tell us that it worked! He is a US citizen and has been for some years.
However, he did not forget the start of his new life in England and after university he returned to the UK,
serving as a non-commissioned officer in the army and then with the Royal IR air force at RAF Alconbury and
RAF Bampton, serving all over the world. He is now a Process
engineer and Lean process designer.
Mehran tells us that Sherborne taught him the importance of
excellence and that Sherborne has never left him; he feels
privileged to have been a student here, where he had a wonderful
time.

Mehran with his wife Anita, they have been married for 31
years.
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A Message from Tim Waters, Principal of Sherborne International
I am delighted to be able to contribute again to an SIAA Newsletter that contains such a lot of interesting news
about some of our Alumni. I am similarly very pleased
that we have been able to report the great progress that
has been made in improving the quality of our boarding
accommodation.
Assuming that our plans to build a new boarding house
proceed on schedule, in two years’ time all of our rooms
will either be in accommodation purpose-built in the last
ten years to suit Sherborne International’s needs, or in
King’s House which has just been refurbished to a very
high specification. Shared bathrooms and toilets will
have gone for most students, with en-suite facilities for
all except those in Mowat. In addition, all of the social
spaces (the Barn, the Francis Building, and house areas)
will have been fully refurbished with excellent kitchen
and leisure facilities. For the first time in the school’s history, everything we use will therefore have been
designed specifically with the needs of our international students in mind. We have always enjoyed a
reputation for quality in education and pastoral care, and in two years’ time all of our estates and buildings will
also be of world-leading quality.
Whilst those of you who have been members of Westcott may be sad to see it return to Sherborne School’s use,
this is also a very good sign – Sherborne School is going from strength to strength and having two globally
respected schools in the same group, both prospering, is a great position to be in. There are other exciting
plans in hand where Sherborne International and Sherborne School will work together to improve our shared
facilities. These will also greatly advance what we can offer in sports and cultural activities at SI - I am sure you
will be hearing more about these projects from Adrian Ballard in the SIAA office over the coming few months.
I look forward to catching up with many of you again over the coming months. My travels have been a little
restricted so far this academic year as a result of ensuring that the above projects are completed on time, or
comprehensively planned for the future. It will be great to talk to you individually about the progress we’ve
made when we next meet up.
Yours
Tim Waters

Tim with Nicole Muratori (2001—2002) when she and her husband
Nasos Zacharelis visited last year. Last time they were in Sherborne
was when they attended our 40th Anniversary Reunion in 2016.
Nicole and Nasos were married in September last year, we wish them
both every happiness for the future.

Please keep us up to date with your contact details so that we can make sure we send you
newsletters and reunion invitations.
Use the contact details below or complete a contact form at the website
And don’t forget to like our Facebook page! — Sherborne International Alumni Association
Sherborne International, Newell Grange, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 4EZ
alumni@sherborne-international.org
www.sherborne-international.org/alumni
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